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PEW,  CHAIR,  BOOKCASE  of  s inml e , roxi^h  make 


Lincoln's  Pew  Looks  As  Though  It  WasHewii 
Out  of  Rails  He  Split;  Chair  Comp  anion  riece 


Chicasro,  Feb.  12  (Associated  Press) 
— Abraljam  Lincoln  is  sliown  again 
as  one  of  the  plain  people  at  the 
Chicas-o  Historical  Society  this  week. 

To  its  already  fine  Lincoln  eoUec- 
toin  the  society  has  added  on  this 
anniversary  for  the  first  time  some 
remarkable  bits  of  Lincoln's  environ- 
ment that  give  glimpses  of  his  life, 

Most  illuminating-  perhaps  among- 
these  is  the  pew  that  Lincoln  occu- 
pied in  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
.Sprinsrfield  before  he  left  Illinois'  cap- 
ital to  g-o  to  the  White  House.  The 
rous-h  bench  looks  as  it  mig-ht  have 
be<in  made  from  the  rails  that  he  split 
in  youth.  No  plainer,  commoner, 
more  substantial  bench  could  be  built 
for  a  church. 

The  pew  probably  was  never  paint- 
ed. At  any  rate,  it  shows  no  sign 
of  paint  today,  but  stands  like  a 
product  of  the  carpenter  that  had 
pone  straig-ht  to  the  church.  It  is  a 
bench  that  without  regard  to  looks 
could  be  doinsr  its  duty  for  several 
more  half-centuries. 

Nearby  is  a  chair  that  Lincoln  used 
while  he  was  reading  law.  It  is  one 
of  those  bleak  office  chairs  of  long 
ago,  a  sure  enough  companion  piece 
to  the  pew,  simple,  worn  and  still 
gooTl  for  a  long  term  of  hard  service 

Close   at   hand   .stands  a  bookcasa 


made  abroad  for  Jefferson  Davis,  the 
President  of  the  Confederacy.  Rath- 
er ornately  carved,  it  seems,  quite 
unlike  Lincoln's  home  bookcase, 
which  also  is  on  display  here  today. 
This  is  another  of  the  plain  pieces 
common  in  the  day  and  now  sought 
after.  But  that  there  was  comfort 
and  elegance  of  a  auiet  nature  in  the 
Lincoln  household  may  be  attested 
by  the  handsome  mahogany  and  hair- 
cloth couch  from  Springfield. 

Kabert  T.  Lincoln,  the  President's 
only  living  son,  has  pronounced  the 
best  likeness'  of  ..his  father  a  little 
known  portrait  that  has  recently 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  so- 
ciety and  is  hanging  there  this  Lin- 
coln's birthday  for  the  first  time.  The 
scene  is  a  ships  cabin,  where  Lin- 
coln is  listening  to  General  Sher- 
man tell  of  his  march  to  the  sea. 
The  painting  is  by  C.  P,  A.  Healy,  one 
of  the  noted  artists  of  the  day.  Rob- 
ert T.  Lincoln  has  had  a  copy  of  his 
father's  figure  made  for  his  home  in 
Washington. 

The  bed  on  which  Lincoln  breathed 
his  last,  together  with  hundreds  of 
bits  intimately  associated  with  his 
life,  ave  recently  come  into  the  hands 
of  the  society.  'These  are  all  from/ 
the  collection  of  the  late  Charles  P/ 
Gunther,  Chicaso  candy  man.  / 

  ...  _^;/ 


pew,  chair,  and  other  articles  show  eimple  taste 


■ATE  LINCOLN 
,  SOUVEKS^flWN 

S>y  Chicago  Historical  Society  on 
Occasion  of  the  Emancipator's 
Birthday. 

CHJiCAG-O,  111.,  Feb.  12.— Abraham 
Lincoln  is  shown  again  as  one  of  the 
plain  people  at  the  Chicag-o  Histori- 
cal Society  this  week.  To  its  already 
line  Ijincoln  collection  the  society 
has  added  on  this  anniversary,  fo'r 
the  first  time,  gome  remarkalsle  bits 
Of  Lincoln's  environment  that  give 
glimpses  of  ihis  life. 

Most  illuminating-,  perhaps.  amon,g 
these  is  the  ipew  that  Lincoln  occu- 
pied in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Spring-fleld  before  he  left  the  UlanoiS' 
capital  to  go  to  the  White  House. 
The  rough  bench  looks  as  if  it  mi&ht 
have  been  made  from  the  rails  that 
he  split  in  youth.  No  plainer,  com- 
moner, more  substantial  bench  could 
be  built  for  a  church.  The  pew  prob- 
ably was  never  painted.  At  any 
ro  te  it  shows  no  sign  of  paint  to-day, 
but  stands  iike  a  product  of  tlie 
cai-penter  that  had  gone  s  laiglit  to 
the  chtirch.  It  is  a  bench  that,  with- 
out regard-  to.  looks,  could  \ye.  doing 
its  I.  uty  for  several  more  half 
centuries. 

XeaHby  is  a  chair  that  Lincoln 
used  while  he  was  reading  law.  It  is 
one  of  those  bleak  office  chairs  of 
long  ago,  a  sure-enough  companion 
piece  to  the  pew — simple,  worn  and 
still  good  for  a  long;  term  of  hard 
service. 

Close  at  hand  stands  a  bookcase 
made  abroad  for  Jefferson  Davi.s,  the 
Presiden't  of  the  Confederacy.  Rather 

I  ornately  carved,  it  seems  quite  unlike 

I  Lincoln's  home  .bopkcase,  which  also 
is  on  display  here  to-day.  This  is  an- 
other of  the  plain  pieces  common  in 
the  day,  and  now  sought  after.  But 

,  that  there  were  comfort  and  elegance 
of   a    quiet    nature    in    the  Lincoln 

'  household  may  be  attested  by  the 
handsome  mahogany  and  haircloth 
couch  from  Springfieid.  '  : 

Pvobert  T.  Lincoln,  tlie  President's  I 
only  living  son,  pays  the  Chicago ; 
Historical  Society  a  visit  from  time ' 
to  time.  He  has  pronounced  the  best 
likeness  of  his  father  a  little  known 
portrait  that  has  recently  come  into 
possession  of  the  society  and  is  hang- 
ing there,  this  Lincoln's  Birthday,  for 


:  the  first  time.    The  scene  is  a  ship's  < 
i  cabin,  where  Lincoln  is  listening  to 
I  Gen.   Shei-man  tell  of  his  march  to 
I  the  sea.    The  paintiiig  is  by  C  P.  A. 
;  Healy.  one  of  the  noted  artists  of  the 
j  day.    Robert  T.  Lincoln  has  had  a 
copy  of  his  father's  figure  made  for 
his  "  home  in  Washington, 
i     The  bed  on  which  Lincoln  breathed 
his  last,  together  with  hundreds  of 
bitis   intimately   associated  -with  his 
,  life,    has    recently    come    into  the 
hands  of  the  society.    These  all  aro 
from    the    collection    of    the  late 
Charles    F.    Gunther,    the  Chicago 
j  candy  man. 

For  jears  and  years  Mr.  Gunther 
worked  with  unflagging  energy  until 
he  has  gathered  w'hat  Miss  Caroline 
M.  McDvaine,  librarian  of  the  CM- 
cago  Historical  Society,  terms  the 
most  remai-kable  private  collection  in 
the  country  relating  to  American  his- 
torj-. 

Between  Chicago  and  Sipringfleld,  i 
Illinois  has  the  fullest  ■  collection  | 
reminiscent  of  its  greatest  "favorite  I 
son."  j 


Chicago    Historical  Society 

Acquires  Church  Pew. 
I  — •— 
Rough  Bench  Typical  of  the 
Great  Commoner. 


Other  Belongings  Bear  Out 
His  Simple  Tastes. 


■PPIP'  [BT  A.   P.   NIGHT  WIBE,] 

■CJHiCAGO  (111.)  Feb.  12.— Abra- 
ham Lincoln  is  Shown  again  as  one 
of  the  plain  people  at  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society  this  week. 
„  To  its  already  line  Lincoln  col- 
lection, the  society  has  added  on 
this  anniversary,  for  the  first  time, 
some  remarkable  bits  of  Lincoln's 
environment  that  give  glimpses  of 
his  life. 

Most  illuminating,  perhaps, 
among  these  is  the  pew  that  Lin- 
coln occupied  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Springfield,  before  he  left 
the  Illinois  capital  to  go  to  the 
White  House.  The  rough  bench 
looks  as  if  it  might  have  been  made 
from  the  rails  tha,t  he  split  in  youth. 
No  plainer,  commoner,  more  sub- 
stantial bench  could  be  built  for 
a  church. 

NEVER  PAINTED. 

The  pew  probably  was  never 
painted.  At  any  rate  it  shows  no 
sign  of  paint  today,  but  stands  like 
a  product  of  the  carpenter  that  had 
gone  straight  to  the  church.  It  is 
a  bench  that  without'  regard  to 
looks,  could  be  doing  its  duty  for 
several  more  half  C(i.*t  .ries. 

Near  by  Is  a  chair  that  Lincoln 
used  while  he  was  reading  law.  It 
is  one  of  those  bleak  office  chairs 
of  long  ago,  a  sure  enough  com- 
panion piece  to  the  pew,  simple, 
worn  and  still  good  for  a  long  term 
of  hard  service. 

Close  at  hand  stands  a  bookcase 
made  abroad  for  Jefferson  Davis, 
the  president  of  the  Confederacy. 
Rather  ornately  carved,  -it  seems 
quite  unlike  Lincoln's  home  book- 
case, which  also  is  on  display  here 
today.  This  is  another  of  the  plain 
pieces  common  in  the  day,  and  now 
sought  after.  But  that  there  was 
comfort  and  elegance  of  a  quiet  na- 
ture in  the  Lincoln  household  may 
be  attested  by  the  handsome  ma- 
hogany and  haircloth  couch  from 
Springfield. 

,  Robert  T.  l^infoln,  the  President's 
only  living  son,  pays  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society  a  visit  from  time 
to  time.  He  'has  pronounced  the 
best  likeness  of  his  father  a  little 
known  portrait  that  "has  recently 
come  into  possession  of  the  society 
and  is  hanging  there,  this  Lincoln's 
Birthday,  for  the  first  time.  The 
scene  is  a  ship's  cabin,  vifhere  Lin- 
coln is  listening  to  Gen.  Sherman 
tell  of  his  march  to  the  sea.  The 
painting  is  by  C.  P.  A.  Healy,  one 
Of  the  noted  artists  of  the  day. 
Robert  T.  Lincoln  has  had  a  copy  of 
'  is  father's  figure  made  for  his 
pme  in  Washington. 

The  bed  on  which  Lincoln 
breathed  his  last,  together  with 
hundreds  of  bits  intimately  as- 
sociated with  his  life,  have  recent- 
ly come  into  the  hands  of  the  so- 
ciety. These  all  are  from  the  col- 
lection of  the  late  Charles  F. 
Gunther,  the  Chicago  candy  man. 

For  years  and  years  Mr.  Gunther 
worked  with  unflagging  energy  until 
he  has  gathered  what  Miss  Caroline 
M.  Mcllbalne,  librarian  of  the  Chi- 
cago Historical  Society,  terms  the 
most  remarkable  private  collection 
in  the  country  relating  to  -American 
history. 

Between  Chicago  and  •  Springfield 
Illinois  has  the  fullest  collection 
reminiscent  of  its  greatest  "favorite 
son." 


MORE  LINCOLN  . 
RELICS  FOUND. 


Chicago    Historical  Society 
Acquires  Church  Pew. 


Rough  Bench  Typical  of  the 
Great  Commoner. 


ciotv.    These  all  are  trotn  the  col- 
lection    of    the     late    "Charles  F. 
I  Gunther,  the  Chicago  cdndy  man. 
1     Vor  years  and  years  Mr.  Gunther 
I  worked  with  unflagging  energy  until 
j  he  has  gathered  what  Miss  Caroline 
1  M    Mcllbalne.  librarian  of  the  Chi- 
"cago   Historical   Society,   terms  the 
'  most  remarkable   private  collection 
in  the  country  relating  to  American 
history.  .  , 

Between  Chicago  and  Sprmgneld 
Illinois  has  the  fullest  collection 
reminiscent  of  its  greatest  "favorite 
son,"  _  - 


Other  Belongings  Bear  Out 

His  Simple  Tastes. 

  A 

\-'\ 

(BY  A.    P.   NIGHT   WIHE.]'^    V  ^ 

CHICAGO    (111.)    Feb.   12. — Abra- 
ham Lincoln  is  shown  again  as  one 
of  the  plain  people  at  the  Chicago ; 
,  Historical  Society  this  week.  ! 
To  its  already  fine  Lincoln  col- 
lection,  the   society   has   added  on 
this  anniversary,  for  the  first  time, 
some   remarkable   bits   of  Lincoln's 
environment  that  give   glimpses  of 
his  life. 

Most  illuminating,  perhaps, 
among  these  is  the  pew'  that  Lin- 
coln occupied  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Springfield,  before  he  left 
the  Illinois  capital  to  go  to  the 
White  House.  The  rough  hench 
;  looks  as  if  it  might  have  been  made 
1  from  the  rails  that  he  split  in  youth, 
j  No  plainer,  commoner,  mirfre  sub- 
'stantial  bench  could  be  built  for 
' a  church. 

NEVER  PAINTED. 
The     pew    probably    was  never 
painted.     At  any  rate  it  shows  no 
sign  of  paint  today,  but  -stands  like 
a  product  of  the  carpenter  that  had 
gone  straight  to  the  church.     It  is ; 
a   bench   that     without     regard   to  ; 
looks,   could   be   doing  its   duty  for 
several  more  half  centuries. 

Near  by  is  a  chair  that  Lincoln 
I  -jsed  while  he  was  reading  law.  It 
'  Is  one  of  those  bleak  office  chairs 
of  long  ago,  a  sure  enough  com- , 
"j^nion  piece  to  the  pew,  simple, 
worn  t."n<J  still  good  for' a  long  term 
of  hard  t'ervice. 

Close  at  hand  stands  a  bookcase 
made  abroad  f"r  Jc--ffers.,n  Davis, 
the  president  ot  the  Confederacy. 
Rather  ornately  tdneri.  it  seems 
quite  unlike  Lincoln's  h.?ine  oooh- 
case,  which  also  is  on  display  n^' ? 
today.  This  Is  another  of  the  plain 
pieces  common  in  the  day.  and  now- 
sought  after.  But  that  there  wa« 
comfort  and  elegance  of  a  quiet  na- 
ture in  the  Lincoln  household  may 
be  attested  by  the  handsome  ma- 
hogany and  haircloth  couch  from 
Springfield. 

Robert  T.  Xlflcoln,  the  President's 
onlv   living   son,    pays   the  Chicago 
Historical  Society  a  visit  from  time 
to   time.     He   has   pronounced  the 
best  likeness  of  his  father  a  little 
known   portrait   that   has  recently 
come  into  possession  of  the  society 
and  is  hanging  there,  this  Lincoln's 
i  Blrthd.iy,    for   the    first  time.  The 
1  scene  is  a  ship's  cabin,  whore  Lin- 
1  coin   is  listening  to   Gen.  Sherman 
itell  of  his  march  to  the  sea.  The 
painting  is  by  C.  P.  A.  Healy,  one 
or  the  noted  artists  of     the  ,day. 
Robert  T.  Lincoln  has  had  a  copy  of 
his   father's  figure   made     for  his 
home  in  Washington. 

The  bed  on  which  Lincoln 
breathed  his  last,  together  with 
h-ndrods  of  bits  Intimately  as- 
sociated with  his  life,  have  recent- 
ly come  Into_lhe_  hands  of  the  no- 


> 


PEW  Covering  to  "be  restored 


— Courtesy  Denver  Post 

RESTORING  FADED 
RELIC— That  is  the  wel- 
come task  of  Mrs.  Frank 
AliDonough,  jr.,  of  Den- 
\  cr,  who  recently  ob- 
tained permission  to  take 
home  with  her  the  faded 
cover  of  A^aliaBi^-Jjin- 
coin's  pew  pad,  used  in 
First  Presbyterian  church 
of  this  city.  She,  an 
enthusiastic  Lincoln  stu- 
dent, will  spend  the  win- 
ter carefully  stitching  the 
valuable  brocade. 


SPRTNGFTELD  TLi:  JOUKNAL 
TUESDAY.  Aygy|T  §j  1^30, 


Pew  Used  "by  the  Lincolns 


Pastor  Examines  Pew  Lincoln  Used 


Kneeling  before  the  pew-«sed  by  • 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  family  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  is  Rev. 
John  T.  Thomas,  pastor,  examining 
the  pew  cushion  cover  recently  re- 
paired by  Mrs.  Frank  McDonough  of 
Denver,  Colo.  In  the  frame  shown 
in  the  center  of  the  bench  is  a  re- 


REV.  JOHN  T.  THOMAS 

production  of  p,  tetter  written  in  1861 
by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Mrs.  Melvin  re- 
questing the  pew  to  be  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  Lincoln  family  when 
they  would  return  to  Springfield. 
Relative  to  the  use  of  the  pew  Mrs. 
Lincoln  wrote,  "I  had  intended  re- 
questing Mr.  Melvin  to  have  given 
me  a  promise  that  op.  ou,r  return  to 


f  Springfield  we  would  be  able  to  se- 
cure our  own  particular  pew,  to  which 
I  was  very  much  attached,  and  which 
we  occupied  some  ten  years.  May  I 
hope  we  will  be  able  to  do  so?"  The 
unfortunate  tragedy  that  terminated 
the  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln  prevented  the 
family  from  using  the  pew  as  Ml»s. 
Lincoln  requested. 


SPRINGFIELD  ILL  .lOnRN/M 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  8,  1931, 


Church  Pew  Lincoln  Occupied 


'A 

Thir?lTdVSn?^^^^^^^        Presbyterian  church  that  stood  at 


I 


